
REPORTS ANAL,YSIS REFERRAL 

TO 

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL 

April 21. 1999 DATE: 

ANALYST: Neil Evans 

Society of Independent Gasoline Marketas of 
America Political Action Committee (C00120030) 
Thomas L. Robinson, Treasurer 
(10/5/98 to Present) 
Millicent Hurlbut 
(Pre-1/1/97 to :0/4/98) 
1191 1 Freedom Drive Suite 590 
Reston, VA 20190 

11. RELEVANT STATUTE: 2 U.S.C. § 434 (a)(4)(A)(i) 
1 lCFR Ij104.5(c)( l)(i)(A) 

111. BACKGROUND: 

Failure to File the 1998 Year End Report 

The Society of Independent Gasoline Ma-zters of America Politica Action 
Committee (“the Committee”) has failed to file the 1998 Year End Report of 
Receipts and Disbursements covering the period November 24, 1998 t b ~ ~ g h  
December 3 1, 1998. 

The Committee was notified of the d ~ e  date for the 1998 Year End Report 
in the Prior Notices mailed on December 29, 1997 and December 30, 1998 
(Attachment 2). A Non-Filer Notice was sent to the Committee via mailgram on 
March 2,1999, referencing the 1998 Year End Report 
(Attachment 3). 



On March 29, 1999, Mr. Caplain returned the call made to him earlier in the 
day by the Reports Analysis Division ("RAD') analyst. The analyst informed him 
that the 1998 Year End Report was not filed by the Committee and that failure to 
file the report may result in a fine or legal action taken against the Corni t tee .  Mr. 
Caplain cited turnover within the organization as the problem. The individual who 
customarily filed the report was no longer with the Committee. Also, he stated 
that he did not receive a copy of the Form 3X. The analyst confirmed that Mr. 
Caplain had the proper address of the Commission, gave him the FlashFax phone 
number, associated FlashFax document numbers, and the web site of the 
Commission so that he could get copies of the FORA4 3X. m e  analyst also 
provided him with the electronic filing office phone number to order a copy of 
FECfile so that, for future election cycles, the Committee can file quickly and get 
confirmation of receipt from the Commission immediately. He stated that he 
would complete the report and send it by certified maiI to the Cornmission 
(Attachment # 4). 

As of this date, the report has not been filed. 
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All reports are reviewed. 
Ending cash-on-hand'as of 12/31/98: $80,240 
Outstanding debts owed by/to the comnittee as 12/31/98: $0 



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

PARTIES AND PACS December 29,1997 

WHO MUST FILE 
Party committees and PACs (Nonconnected Committees and Scparate Segregated Funds) must 
file a Year-End Report on January 3 1,1998. 

I. Semi-annual Filers 
IdLEG./CERT. 
MAILING FILING 

REPORT REPORTING PEMQD" DATE** DATE 
Year-End 07/01/97 - 12/51/97 01 13 1/98 0113 1/98 

11. Monthlv Filers 
RIEWCERT. 
MAILING FILING 

REPORT REPORTPNG PERIOD* DATE"" DATE 

LABEL 
Committees should affix the peel-off label from the envelope to line 1 ofthe report. Coriections 
should be made on the label. 

COMPLIANCE 
Treasurers of political committees are responsible for filing all reports on time. Failure to do so 
is subject to enforcement action. Committees filing illegible reports or using non-FEC forms 
(except for FEC approved computer generated forms) will be required to refile. 

ELECTRONIC FILING 
For reports covering activity occurring in 1997 (and later), political committees have the option 
of filing electronically. If you are interested in this option, review the enclosed handout entitled 
"Electronic Filing Gets Underway at FEC," and call the Data Division at (800) 424-9530 or 
(202) 219-3730. 

*These dates indicate the beginning and the end of the reporting period. A reporting period 
always begins the day after the closing date ofthe last report filed. If the committee is new and 
has not previously filed a report, the first report must cover all activity that occurred before the 
committee registered. 

** Reports sent by registered or certified mail must be postmarked by the mailing date; 
otherwise, they must be received by the filing date. 

(over) 
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PARTIES AND PACS 

1998 FILING SCHEDULE 

I. QUARTElUY FILERS - 
REWCERT. 
MAILING FILING 

REPORT REPORTING PERIOD* DATE"" BATE 
April Quarterly 01/01/98 - 03/31/98 04/15/98 0411 5/98 
July Qkuterly- 04/01/98 - r ~ ~ 3 0 / 9 8  0711 5/98 0711 si98 
October Quarterly 07/01/38 - 09/30/98 10/15/98 1011 5/98 
Pre-General 10/01/98 - 10/14/98 1011 9/98 10/22/98 

Year-End 11/24/98 - 12/31/98 01 13 1/99 01 13 1/99 
i Post-General 10/15/98 - 11/23/98 12/03/98 12/03/98 

11. MONTHLY FILERS 
t REGJCERT. 

IMAILrnG FILING 
REPORT REPORTING PERIQD" DATE** DATE 
February 01/01/98 - 01/31/98 02/20/98 02/20/98 
March 02/01/98 - 02/28/98 03/20/98 03/20/98 
April 03/01/98 - 03/31/98 04/20/98 ON20198 
May 04/01/98 - 04/30/98 05/20/98 05/20/98 
June 05/01/98 - 05/31/98 06/20/98 06/20/98 
July 06/01/98 - 06/30/98 07/20/98 07/20/98 
August 07/01/98 - 01/31/98 08/20/98 08/20/98 
September 08/01/98 - 08/31/98 09/20/98 09120198 
Qctober 09/01/98 - 09/30/98 10/20/98 10/20/98 
Pre-General 10/01/98 - 10/14/98 1 Q/ 1 9/98 10122198 
Post-General 10/15/98 - 11/23/98 12/03/98 12/03/98 
Year-End 11/24/98 - 12/31/98 0 113 1/99 91/31/99 

24 HOUR REPORT ON INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES 
Any PAC that makes indepndent expenditures in connection with an election may have to file a 
24 hour report. This reporting requirement is triggered if the committee makes independent 
expenditures aggregating $1,000 or more after the 20th day, but more than 24 hours, before the 
day of the election. 

*These dates indicate the beginning and the end of the reporting period. A reporting period 
always begins the day after the closing date ofthe la% report filed. Ifthe committee is new and 
has not previously filed a report, the first rejmrt must cover all activity that occurred before the 
cornnittee registered. 

** Reports sent by registered or certified rnail must be postmarked by the mailing date; 
otherwise, they must be received by the filing date. 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL: (800) 424-9530 or (202) 219-3420 
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FEDERAL ELECTION COh4MSSIQN 

PARTIES A N D  PACS December 30,1998 

WHO MUST FILE 
Party Committees and PACs (Nonconneetrd Committees and Separate Segregated Funds) must 
file a Year-End Report. 

QUARTERLY Ah?) MONTHLY FILEIPS - 
FtJ3GJCERT. 
W P T Y G  FILING 

REPORT REPORTIPJG PERI?JD* DATE** DATE 
Year-End 11/24/98 - 1231i98 01 /3 1 /99 01/31/99 

LABEL 
Committees should affix the peel-off label fiom the envelope to line 1 of the report. Corrections 
should be made on the label. 

CHANGE IN FILING FREQUENCY 
Committees wishing to change their reprting schedule (for example, f?om monthly to quarterly) 
must notify the Commission in writing wheE they file their next report due under their current 
reporting schedule. Committees nay change their filing frequencies no more than once per 
calendar year. 

ELECTRONIC FILING 
Political committees have the option of filing electronically. If you are interested in this option, 
review the enclosed handout entitled “Electronic Filing of Disclosure Reports,” and call the Data 
Division at (800) 424-9530 or (202) 694-1250. 

COMPLIANCE 
Treasurers of political committees are responsible for filing all reports on time. Failure to do so 
is subject to enforcement action. Committees filing illegible reports or using non-FEC forms 
(except for FEC approved computer generated foxms) will be required to refile. 

*These dates indicate the beginning and the end of the reporting period. A reporting period 
always begins the day after the closing date of the last report filed. If the committee is new aid 
has not previously filed a report, the first report must cover all activity that occurred before the 
committee registered. 

** Reprts sent by registered or certified mail must be postmarked by the mailing date; 
otherwise, they must be received by the filing date. 

(over) 



PARTIES ADID PACS Year-Enrd 

I. SEMIANNUALFILERS 
REGJCERT. 
lwwIErpJG HLIF4G 

REPORT REPORTING PERIOD* DATE** EDATE 
Mid-Year 01/01/99 - 06/30/99 07/31/99 0713 1/99 
Year-End 07/01/99 - 12/31/99 01/31/00 0113 1/00 

11. MONTHLY FILER.§ 
IYEGJrnRT. 
m m C 1  mmG 

REPORT REPORTING PERIOD* DATE** DATE 
February OI/01/99 - 01/31/99 02/20/99 02/20/99 
March 02/01/99 - 02i28I99 03/20/99 03/20/99 
April 03/01/99 - 03/31/99 04/20/99 04/20/99 
May 04/01/99 - 04/30/99 0s/20/99 OS/20/99 
June 05/01/99 - 05/31/99 M/20/99 06/20/99 
JdY 06/01/99 - 06/30/99 07DOf99 07/20/99 
August 07/01/99 - 07/31/S9 08/20/99 08/20/99 
September 08/01/99 - 08l31199 09/20/99 09/20/99 
October 09/01/99 - 09/30/99 10/20/99 10/20/99 
November 10/01199 - 10/31199 1 l/20l99 11ROi99 
December 11/01/99 - 11/30/99 12/20/99 12/20/99 
Year-End 12/01/99 - 12/31!99 01/31/00 01/31/00 

+These dates indicate the beginning and the end ofthe reporting period. A reporting period 
always begins the day after the closing date of the last report filed. If the committee is new and 
has not previously filed a report, the fust report must wirer all activity that occurrexi before the 
committee registered. 

+* Reports sent by registered or certified mail must be postmarked by the mailing date; 
otherwise, they must be received by the filing date. 

FOR INF'ORMATION, CALL (800) 424-9530 or (2021,694-1PQO 



CQNFPRMATION OF MAILGRAM TOlTHORAS L IOBIlSON 
SOCIETY OF IND GAS UARKEfERSIAHERICA PAC 
l Z 9 l P  FREEOOM D R I V E  S U I T E  590 
RESTON V I  20190 . 

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
SHAWN YERTH 

WASHINGTON DC 204630001 
999 E S?. NE. 

MARCH 20 1999 

1DEN7IFICAYION NUPlBLRo C O O l t O O J O  

REFERENCE: YEAR-END tP112411998 * 12f31.41998) 

DEAR TREISURER: 

XY HAS COME 70 THE AT7EhlTION OF THE FEOERlL ELECTION 
COMMlSfION THAT YOU WAY HAVE PIILEO TO FILE THE ABOVE R&FERENCEO 
RFPORT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES AS REQUIRED BY THE FEDERAL 
ELECTION C4IPAIGI ACT1 A S  ANENDEDo YOlU MERE PREVIOUSLV NOrIFIED UF 
THE DUE DATE FOR w t s  REPORT- 

I T  13 IMPORTANT THAT YOU FILE TMIS I\P?ORT IMMEDIATELY YITH THE 
FEDERAL EL€CTION COMHISSIOY, 999 E STREE UoYe. YAfM1N6TON. DoCa, 
204630 b COPY QF THE REPORT OR R€LtVANT PORTIONS SHOULD ALSO BE 
FILED YITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE 011 EQUIVALENT STATE OFFlCERo 

ALTtIOUtH THE COIWlS%IQ~ WAY YWIT IATE AN AUDIT  OR LEGAL 
ENFORCEMENT ACTION CONCERNIIJG THIS  MATTER^ YOUR P R O W 1  UESPONSE AND 

LETTER OF EXPLANATION WlLL e€ T A K t N  INTO CWS~OERAfJ0No 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QULSYJQYS REGAROIMC T H I S  MATTERr PLEkSE 
CONTACT NEIL AI EVANS ON OUR TOLL FIE€ NUH6LR t80oB+24-9530. OUR 
LOCAL NUWQLR IS t202M94-113U- 

SINCERELY. 

4OHN 01 GXBSON 
ASSISTANT STAFF DIRECTOR 
REPORTS ANALYSXS OIVISION 



Attachme~t# 4 
Page 1 of 1 

DATR 

CONVFSSATION WITH: 

ANALYST: Neil Evans 

7 3/29/1399 

Mr. Caplain 

SOCIETY OF INDEPENDENT GAS IbfAKEERs 
OF AMERICA PAC 

1-1 Failure to File the 1998 Year End Report 

Mr. Caplain returned the call d e  to him earlier in the day by me. I informed him that the Year 
End Report was not filed by the Committee and that failure to file the report may result in a fine 
M legal action taken against the Committee. Mr. Caplain cited turnover with the organization 
as the problem. The individual who customarily hied the report was no longer with the PAC. 
Also, he stated that he did not receive a copy of the FORM 3X. I cordirmed that h4r. Caplain had 
the p r o p  address and gave plim the FlashFrus. number, associated document numbers, and the 
web site of the Commission so that he codd get copies of the FORM 3X. I also provided him 
with the electronic filimg office phone number to order a copy of FECfile so that for Murtt 

election cycles the committee capl file quickly and get confirmation ofreceipt from the 
Commissian inmediately. He stated that he would compkte the report and certi$ mail it to the 
Commission. 


